
advertising brochure

A newly-revised color brochure is available

in the back of the church, by the west doors,

for use in advertising the parish.

Please take one (or two) to pass on

to a friend (or two).
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october agenda

Rosary        Saturday, 5 October, 9:45am

thursday night at the movies     Thursday, 14 October, 7pm

st luke the evangelist Monday, 18 October, 6pm

ss simon & Jude, apostles   Thursday, 28 October, 6pm

Christ the King Sunday, 31 October, 8am, 10.30am

standing notices

The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony,

Confession, Communion and Unction of the Sick, and

the Office of the Dead are always available 

by appointment, at announced times, or as necessary.

Please call or e-mail the Church Office or the Rectory

to inform the clergy if you or a loved one is in hospital.

Please RemembeR the PaRish in YouR Will
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ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,
I suspect that many of us are still reflecting upon the wonderful experience of Fr John

Needham’s ordination to the priesthood this past weekend.  To see a son of the parish

embrace first the diaconal and then the priestly vocation is truly a special occasion in our life

together.  At the same time, we are reminded that we are all called to a life of service.  As S.

Augustine once wrote:  “all is vanity, save to love God, and Him only to serve.

Some may balk at this concept as too hierarchical.  The idea that we are made to serve

God seems to some that we are reduced to utilitarian ends and our dignity as human beings

erased.  But again, S. Augustine speaks to this misunderstanding by reminding us that service

to God brings perfect freedom.  That is, only when through the use of our freewill we con-

form to our authentically created end (telos) do we find the freedom to be our true selves.

This is a paradox, but then the Faith has many such paradoxes.  To find our freedom in a life

of service is nothing less than to follow the example of Our Lord Himself, who emptied

Himself of His glory to become a servant for all mankind.

So what does this life of service look like and how might we embrace it?  First, we can

look at our particular and individual circumstances.  No matter our station in life, there are

those in our lives who we can serve.  S. Paul tells us that husbands are called to lay down

their lives for their wives in imitation of Christ, that is, they are to die to their self-centered-

ness in service to their wives.  Wives, too, are to obey their husbands as “unto the Lord.”

Parents know what a life a service means when raising their children.  Even in the workplace,

managers are to treat their employees fairly, not taking advantage of them in a utilitarian fash-

ion.  Employees are to perform their work as though working for their Lord.  And as Bishop

Hewett reminded all of us in Fr Needham’s ordination sermon, priests are especially called

to imitate Christ in their willingness to give their lives for the sake of their parishioners.

No matter our vocation or station in life, by adopting an attitude of service, we militate

against the dangers of pride and work to cultivate the virtue of humility, as we grow into the

likeness of Our Lord.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
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Transitus

On Saturday, 25 September, the Rt Rev’d Paul C.

Hewett, SSC, ordained the Rev’d Deacon John A.

Needham to the Sacred Order of Priests.

Kudos

To all who helped make Fr John’s ordination such a

special event and to all to supported this event financial-

ly.

To Gino Ballarin for his creative, substantial and

gourmet coffee hours.

Upcoming Events

Christian Formation: Sundays, 9:30am

In September,  we continue discussing

Archibald Campbell Knowles’ book,

“The Practice of Religion.”  This class is

strongly recommended for all who are

new to the parish or who would not

be prepared to “give an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason of

the hope that is in you.” I Peter 3:15

Weekly bible study:  Wed., 10.45am

Each Wednesday morning, we meet for

Mass at 10am and Bible Study follow-

ing. Please join us in our study of the

Acts of the Apostles, and bring your

friends.

Rosary:  Sat., 9.45am

We continue our Saturday meditations

on the Mysteries of the Rosary this

month.  Please join us even if you have

never prayed the Rosary before.

Rosaries and prayers are available at

the Lady Shrine.

thursday night at the movies:

Owing to a conflict with Wednesday

evenings on the part of some of our

attendees, we are shifting our film night

from Wednesdays to Thursdays begin-

ning this month.  We will meet on

Thursday, 14 October, at 7pm to view

the Alfred Hitchcock film, “I Confess.”

Here is the Netflix summary:  In this

memorable Alfred Hitchcock thriller, all

Father Michael Logan (Montgomery Clift)

wants to be is a good priest, but his calling

is made more complicated after someone

confesses a murder to him and he's sub-

sequently blamed for the death. The

fastest way to clear his name is to divulge

what he knows, but doing so would break

his vows as a clergyman and alienate

members of his flock who trust he will

keep their secrets private.

A Meditation

A MEDITATION ON 1 CORINTHIANS 11: 2 – 16

“The Great Exaltation of the Mitzvah of Covering the Hair”

by

The Rt Rev Paul C Hewett, SSC, 

Bishop of the Diocese of the Holy Cross

On the Feast of the Transfiguration, August 6, 2010

(This is Part Two of his Meditation)

Vss. 11 - 12 are St. Paul’s teaching that in the Kingdom, men and

women are not interchangeable, but they are equal…equal and

complementary, as is the case with the three Persons of the

most holy Trinity.  “…neither is the man without the woman,

neither the woman without the man, in the Lord.  For as the

woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman;

but all things of God.”  In both the Old and New Testaments

there is a remarkable balance in the roles of men and women.

In creation, Eve is taken out of the side of Adam.  In the new

creation, the Second Adam is taken out of the New Eve.  In

both covenants, there is one thing a man can do that a woman

cannot (be the priest), and one thing a woman can do that a

man cannot (conceive, bear and give birth to children).    

Vss. 13 – 14 are an argument from nature.  It is natural for

women to have long hair, and men to have short.  Arguments

from nature are appropriate in theology because the Father

created the natural order through His Son, His Word, the

divine Logos, in the Holy Spirit.   

In vs. 15 St. Paul says that “if a woman have long hair, it is a glory

to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.”  She therefore

covers her glory with a symbol of the authority over her.  And

authority and glory are related in the Kingdom.  Authority is

the sanction to serve, and glory is self-giving love.   The “King

of glory” is Jesus on the Cross.          

Women’s head coverings are a symbol of the completed work

of the Cross,  where the glory of self-giving love is completely

revealed to all the world, for all time, and eternity.  At the foot

of the Cross, the holy women, the little remnant that is there,

are covered, or overshadowed, by the figure of the crucified

Saviour.  They are literally under the Blood, and the wounds,

which now dazzle all creation.  They are covered by this one

stupendous atoning act.  Glory is a covering over God’s peo-

ple.  “Round each habitation hov’ring, See the cloud and fire

appear For a glory and a covering Showing that the Lord is near.”

(Hymn 385)

The woman wearing the head covering is, in “the chain of

command,” under the cosmic rule of the crucified One, Who

is risen and alive forevermore.  When St. John the Divine saw

Him in His risen and ascended glory in Heaven, he fell at His

feet as dead.  “And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto

me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:  I am he that liveth,

and was dead; and behold, I am alive forevermore, Amen; and

have the keys of hell and of death.”  (Rev. 1: 17 - 18)  John was

faced with more glory than he could handle, so he fell pros-

trate.  Beloved, at every Eucharist we are there with John, lift-

ed in the Holy Spirit to ascend with Christ in the heavenlies,

to worship the Father in Spirit and Truth, to sup with our

Lord in the glory of the new creation.  Immersion in all that

glory can be like putting a million volts through a tiny piece

of bell wire.  The least we can have is some insulation, and the

head covering is a little piece of insulation, to help us handle

all that glory.    

Glory must often be veiled.  Our risen Lord comes to us

under the veils of bread and wine.  Our Lady is often shown

wearing a long blue veil,  the color of the veil in the Temple,

and of God’s glory there.  There is an ancient and widespread

tradition about Mary’s veil, the Protecting Veil.   A medieval

German statue depicts Mary wearing a veil that goes to the

ground, a cope.  Peeking out of its sides, from top to bottom,

are diminutive men, women and children...all of us, in fact.  The

Blessed Mother’s Veil is our protection and our home in the

Family of God.

With Mary, a woman is revealed as the Bride of the Holy

Spirit, the Womb of God, the Ark of the New Covenant, the

Shrine of Grace and now, the Queen of Heaven.  All this is

cont’d from page iii

said without a Missal under the priest’s eye; nor in any language

but that in which it has come down to us from the early hierar-

chs of the Western Church. But, when it is over, and the celebrant

has resigned the vestments proper to it, then he resumes himself,

and comes to us in the gifts and associations which attach to his

person. He knows his sheep, and they know him; and it is this

direct bearing of the teacher on the taught, of his mind upon

their minds, and the mutual sympathy which exists between

them, which is his strength and influence when he addresses

them. They hang upon his lips as they cannot hang upon the pages

of his book.

From Parochial and Plain sermons:

God beholds thee individually, whoever thou art. He “calls thee

by thy name.” He sees thee, and understands thee, as He made

thee. He knows what is in thee, all thy own peculiar feelings and

thoughts, thy dispositions and likings, thy strength and thy weak-

ness. He views thee in thy day of rejoicing, and thy day of sorrow.

He sym pa thises in thy hopes and thy temptations. He interests

Himself in all thy anxieties and remembrances, all the ris ings and

fallings of thy spirit. He has numbered the very hairs of thy head

and the cubits of thy stature. He com passes thee round and

bears thee in his arms; He takes thee up and sets thee down. He

notes thy very counten ance, whether smiling or in tears,

whether healthful or sick ly. He looks tenderly upon thy hands

and thy feet; He hears thy voice, the beating of thy heart, and thy

very breathing. Thou dost not love thyself better than He loves

thee. Thou canst not shrink from pain more than He dis likes thy

bearing it; and if He puts it on thee, it is as thou would put it on

thyself, if thou art wise, for a greater good afterwards.

a Prayer for a Visit to the blessed sacrament:

I place myself in the presence of Him, in whose Incarnate

Presence I am before I place myself there. I adore Thee, O my

Saviour, present here as God and man, in soul and body, in true

flesh and blood. I acknowledge and confess that I kneel before

that Sacred Humanity, which was conceived in Mary’s womb, and

lay in Mary’s bosom; which grew up to man’s estate, and by the

Sea of Galilee called the Twelve, wrought miracles, and spoke

words of wisdom and peace; which in due season hung on the

cross, lay in the tomb, rose from the dead, and now reigns in

heaven. I praise, and bless, and give myself wholly to Him, who is

the true Bread of my soul, and my everlasting joy.
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S. Regimius,

BC

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

Holy

Guardian Angels

M.P.     9.30am

Rosary 9.45am

E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy XVIII
L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am   

mass 10.30am

S. Francis, C

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Placidus &

Comp. MM

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Bruno, C

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

Most Holy

Rosary

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Bridget of

Sweden, W

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Denys, B &

Comp. MM
M.P.     9.30am

Rosary 9.45am

E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy XIX
L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am   

mass 10.30am

Motherhood

of the BVM

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Wilifred, BC

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Edward, KC
M.P.     9.30am

mass 10am

Bible Study10:30

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Callistus I,

PM
M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

TNM 7pm 

S. Teresa of

Avila, V

M.P.        9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Hedwig, W

(Vigil)
M.P.     9.30am

Rosary 9.45am

E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy XX
L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am   

mass 10.30am

S. Luke, Ev

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

mass 6pm

S. Frideswide, V

(S. Peter 

Alcantara, C)
M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. John Cantius
M.P.     9.30am

mass 10am
Bible Study  10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Hilarion, Ab

(S. Ursula &

Comp, MM)
M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

S. Thomas of

Hereford, BC

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

Of Our Lady 

M.P.     9.30am

Rosary 9.45am

E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy XXI
L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am   

mass 10.30am

S. Chrysanthus

& Daria, MM

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.     5.30pm

S. Evaristus,

PM

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

Vigil

M.P.     9.30am

mass 10am

Bible Study10:30

E.P.         5.30pm

SS Simon &

Jude, APP
M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm 

mass      6pm

Feria

M.P.     9.30am

E.P.         5.30pm

Vigil

M.P.     9.30am

Rosary 9.45am

E.P.         5.30pm

CHRIST THE KING

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am   

mass 10.30am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

983 4 5 6 7

302924 25 26 27 28✠

232217 18 19 20 21✠

161510 11 12 13 14✠

31

2

✠

trinity Mater dei s. FranCis Most hoLy rosarys. Bruno

s. siMons. Judes. edwards. Luke

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pr=Priest; 

Q=Queen; V=Virgin; W=Widow; SCF = School of Christian Formation; SOC = Stations of the Cross; TNM = Thursday Night at the Movies

✠

✠

✠

1

the MystiC roseChristus rex

veiled, just as Moses had to put a veil over his face when he

came down from the mountain after receiving the Ten

Commandments.  His face shone so that the people could not

bear to look at him.  (Exodus 34: 33)  The Holy of Holies in

the Tabernacle, and later, in the Temple, was veiled, because sin-

ful man cannot bear the infinite holiness of God, until the final

Day of Atonement, when the veil in the Temple is rent from

top to bottom, and sinful man now has boldness of access to

the throne of grace.  (Heb. 10: 19)  The veil of the Old

Covenant is “done away in Christ…(so that) we all, with open

face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed

into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit

of the Lord.”  (2 Cor. 3: 5 – 18)  St. Seraphim of Sarov, from

19th century Russia,  sometimes wore a towel over his face

for the same reason Moses did.  His face would sometimes

shine like the sun.  Tabernacles are veiled, and chalices.  A

Rood Screen is a kind of veil.  Brides wear veils on the wed-

ding day.  Nuns “take the veil,” and a woman who covers her

head in church is more directly linking her ministry  with that

of the nuns in the convent.  The heart-beat of the Church is

its monasteries and convents, and laity and clergy alike, who

are not in religious life, often want to make an explicit connec-

tion of their ministries with those of the professed religious,

by becoming associates.

The veil is done away in Christ.  We can use veils, to create a

greater sense of transcendent mystery, or in the interest of

simplicity, dispense with them.  Mary, in heaven, is described as

“a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet,

and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.”  (Rev. 12: 1)

Nothing is said about her veil, one way or the other, although

it could be said that her veil is now the sun itself.  But the head

covering for women remains.  Mary’s is now the crown of

twelve stars.  Should anyone be contentious about the head

covering, St. Paul says, “we have no such custom (of dispensing

with the head covering), neither the churches of God.”  (1

Cor. 11: 16)  “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of

Christ.”  (vs. 1)  

Violating the divine order, the divine hierarchy, is a reduction

of status for women.  Did the gnostic feminism of the past 50

years bring liberation?  It has brought 1.5 billion abortions

wordwide, and a culture of death.  Women in the Church

should not live under their privileges, and miss the blessing, the

exaltation, of the head covering.  And as we find ourselves hav-

ing more contact with Muslims, there is an evangelistic oppor-

tunity in the head covering, in giving witness to Muslims of the

new life in Christ for men and women, and how the essential

mystery of creation is the nuptial mystery of Bridegroom and

Bride.  (Psalm 45;  Ezekiel 16;  Hosea 2: 19 – 23;  Ephesians 5:

21 – 33;  Rev. 21: 2, 9.  There, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, is

adorned for her husband)    

St. Paul wrote 1 Cor. 11: 2 – 16 and all his epistles as a Jewish

Christian with a rabbinic background.  So we conclude this

meditation with a piece from Rabbi Pesach Eliyahu Falk, which

sheds light on St. Paul’s teaching on the head covering as a

privilege, a blessing and true exaltation.  What Rabbi Falk

writes is not obliterated by Christ, but fulfilled, and made even

more glorious.  There is a lot we can learn from orthodox

Judaism, especially in matters of family religion and home litur-

gy.

We will conclude Bishop Hewett’s meditation next month.

blessed John henRY neWman

As many of you know, during Pope Benedict XVI’s recent trip to the United Kingdom, he beatified John Henry

Cardinal Newman, which is the penultimate step to Sainthood.  Since not everyone in the parish participat-

ed in our Christian Formation study on this notable former Anglican who eventually became a Cardinal in the

Roman Catholic Church, a few of his written contributions follow so as to reveal something of the greatness

of his thought.

From the idea of a university:

Clad in his sacerdotal vestments, sinks what is individual in himself altogether, and is but the representative of

Him from whom he derives his com mis sion. His words, his tones, his actions, his presence, lose their per-

sonality; one bishop, one priest, is like another; they all chant the same notes, and observe the same genuflec-

tions, as they give one peace and one blessing, as they offer one and the same sacrifice. The Mass must not be

cont’d on page v


