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E C C E

ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,

As we enter into the last part of the church’s year, we are mindful of the many blessings

God has given to us over this past year. We are grateful for the spiritual growth reflected in

our life as a parish, for the new families God has brought our way, and for the new members

we trust will continue to find us. We are grateful for the resources He has given us which en-

able us to keep our doors open every day of the week, gathering to offer our prayers and

thanksgiving at Morning and Evening Prayer. 

Gratitude is an essential element of the Christian life, for it keeps us from depending upon

our own (often ineffective) efforts and keeps us orientated towards Our Heavenly Father

who desires to give us all that we need for our eternal welfare.

At a recent meeting of the Vestry, the discussion turned towards efforts to grow the parish.

While it is important that we do all that we can to increase awareness of the parish and reach

out to those in our community, ultimately, parish growth is not the result of creative and

clever marketing, but comes from God sending to us those whom He chooses. Our primary

responsibility is to work towards the ideals of a Christian community rooted and grounded

in the Summary of the Law: loving God with all of our being and loving our neighbour as our-

selves. In this way, when God does send people our way, they will be attracted both to what

they see in the dynamic of our interactions at worship and in our informal gatherings outside

of Mass.

I can think of no better way to work towards parish growth than to prepare ourselves as

members of the Body of Christ for those whom God will send our way. In practical ways,

this means welcoming each visitor and asking him to fill out a Visitor Card found in the pews.

It also means participating enthusiastically in the Mass (remember Our Lord bids us to “make

a joyful noise” -- not necessarily to achieve perfect pitch!) and helping visitors with the Liturgy

should they not be familiar with the Mass. It means walking them back to the Coffee Hour,

offering them a cup of coffee, and introducing them to others in the parish.

I believe that God has certain people within the area that He wants to send to us. Perhaps

He is waiting just a bit longer until we are able to better demonstrate the First Two Great

Commandments in our communal life as a parish.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,

D
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Forward in Faith UK Update

Over the weekend of 14-15 October,

Forward in Faith UK met for their 19th

annual National Assembly.  John Hagan

and I met up with Bishop Paul Hewett

and George Hillard from North Car-

olina to represent the Diocese of the

Holy Cross and our parish of St John

the Baptist at the meetings held in

Westminster, at the Emmanuel Centre,

behind Westminster Abbey and the

Church of England Church House.

There have been a few changes in the

leadership since the last National As-

sembly.  Former Chairman, Bishop John

Broadhurst, has joined the Ordinariate

and stepped down from his position

while the new Bishop of Ebbsfleet, the

Rt Rev’d Jonathan Baker SSC has now

assumed that role.  Other familiar faces

have also been replaced by those still

active in the Church of England.

This was the last National Assembly be-

fore the vote for “women bishops”

scheduled for next year, thus placing a

certain gravitas on the proceedings.

While there was a sense of resignation

on the part of many, there was also a

sense of charity and a certain optimism

that whatever the final outcome, the

Church of England would stand or fall

not on the efforts of Forward in Faith

but in her desire to mirror her vocation

to live out the Gospel of Christ.

Fr Ross Northing, the new Secretary

replacing Fr Jonathan Baker, gave an

overview of the proceedings which

were to follow as well as introducing

the various visitors to the National As-

sembly from around the world.  He was

gracious to include a special welcome

to our delegation, making special men-

tion that in my previous parish we were

the very first outside of the UK to join

Forward in Faith.

Next came a report on the present leg-

islation before the General Synod not-

ing the shortcomings in its present

form, particularly for not allowing a

constitutional provision for those op-

posed to the ordination of women to

the priesthood and the episcopate.

We were reminded that Forward in

Faith was organised, not to work

against the ordination of women but

rather to secure a place within the

Church of England for those seeking to

preserve the historic order as handed

down from Apostolic times.

At this time, Forward in Faith is work-

ing in Diocesan Synods to work for a

“following motion” to amend the pres-

ent legislation to provide bishops for

oversight in their own right for those

opposed to these innovations.

General Synod of the Church of Eng-

land has three houses: House of Bish-

ops, House of Clergy and House of

Laity.  For the motion on “women bish-

ops” to pass Synod, each house must be

in a two-thirds majority.  At present, it

appears as though it will not pass in the

House of Laity, due largely to the un-

easiness felt by many that it leaves no

room for the Catholic Group within

the Church of England.

The two Archbishops, Canterbury and

York, have already voiced their support

for a constitutional guarantee for those

seeking to retain the historic order but

this motion was defeated in the House

of Clergy. So at this point, efforts are

being made to again advance this mo-

tion so that a place may be maintained

for those seeking to remain within the

Church of England while defending his-

toric order.  This motion will be de-

bated in February 2012 in London.

Vestry Notes
Your Vestry met twice during the

month of October, on the 9th with-

out Bob Ashcom and Dale Forrester,

and on the 30th without Dale For-

rester.

The following items were discussed

and reviewed:

Rack Card: The current draft seems to be ac-

ceptable to all and there was some discussion

of it's use. Jim suggested exploring placement

in high traffic local areas which are not nor-

mally considered such as the local Humane

Society shelter. Additionally it was agreed that

this first rack card would be followed by ad-

ditional versions designed to appeal to the full

cross section of potential visitors. Discussion

for the next one centered on an evangelical

theme to appeal to persons of any background

spiritually conflicted, searching for spiritual an-

swers to life problems, etc. 

Signage: Small signs to hang from the existing

posts on our south and west perimeters have

been discussed previously. Father Ostman has

contacted a known quality vendor and ex-

pects to have some sample designs to share

with the vestry soon. These signs will allow us

to communicate some thought provoking

messages.

Farmer's Market: Hosting a Farmers Market

on site next summer as a means of interacting

with the surrounding community.

Soup Kitchen: Providing some "soup kitchen"

like service to the needy possibly patterned

after a successful effort conducted by a Front

Royal church which Dale has observed. 

Bench/Grounds: Placing a "meditation bench"

in a visible spot on the grounds and improving

the grounds as another means to communi-

cate with the community. 

Potential Parish Hall: Fr Ostman proposed

that we consider the availability/condition of

the long vacant theater across the intersec-

tion (next to 7-11) as potential Parish Hall to

interact with the community. 

Autumn Festival: Scheduled for 29 October.

Additional discussion included the need to

contact and visit some of our folks who have

not attended or responded to calls/emails, our

currently inactive ACW and some changes to

our website to ensure it is dynamic and

doesn’t appear static to visitors.
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Transitus

There were no Baptisms, Weddings or

Funerals recorded in the Parish Regis-

ter during the past month.

Kudos

To everyone who worked hard on making the Autumn Festival a real suc-

cess, including all who donated of their time, talent and resources.

To all who exercise the gift of hospitality at the weekly Coffee Hours.

We hear quite a bit in the media about

class warfare: the 1% vs the 99%, Wall

Street vs Main Street, the “haves” vs the

“have nots.”

The current “Occupy Wall Street” move-

ment in some ways seeks to capture this

sentiment by bringing this apparent dis-

parity to the attention of those in posi-

tions of authority both in the public and

private sectors.

While it is not altogether clear there is

any unifying purpose to these protests,

one thing does seem to resonate with

the general public.  People across our na-

tion believe there is an increasing dispar-

ity between the wealthy and the poor.

My point here is not to dispute this as-

sertion, and I suspect one can find statis-

tics to back up whatever side one takes

in the argument.  If, in fact, the gap is in-

creasing, it is also critical to record if the

percentage of poor people is increasing

or decreasing.  For if more people are

gaining in personal wealth and are being

removed from the ranks of the poor, this

works to increase this disparity while at

the same time improving the overall sta-

tus of the population.  Capital is elastic

and it cannot be argued in se that be-

cause one person has a certain amount

another person cannot possess a similar

amount.

That being said, my concern is the role

that the cardinal sin of envy plays in this

storyline.  First, it may be helpful to dis-

tinguish between covetousness and envy.

To covet is to desire inordinately some-

thing that one does not possess.  For ex-

ample, seeing an Aston Martin Rapide

driving past may give rise to a desire to

want one and to put that desire ahead of

other more practical needs to the detri-

ment of one’s financial future.

On the other hand, envy causes one to

look not only at what others possess but

additionally to desire to deprive them of

their possessions.  To envy others is to

seek for them to be brought low, partic-

ularly those who have what we do not.

To envy is to want something bad to hap-

pen to another person.

The problem from a Christian perspec-

tive is that the protagonists in the so-

called class warfare struggle can sound

so noble that we do not perceive the un-

derlying sin.  We are drawn towards iden-

tifying with the “underdog” while not

realising there may be significant sinful

motivating factors that can actually lead

us to envious behaviour as well.

While social justice is a serious concern

and one over which the Church has ex-

pressed considerable reflection, we

should remember that the starting point

for addressing any inequality is the mu-

tual respect due to others. Everyone is

to be treated with equal dignity and the

rights that flow from our creation in the

image and likeness of God.

So how are we to approach the inequal-

ities that exist?  First, we must recognise

that sin lies behind many of them, such

as the lack of desire to share with others.

But instead of falling into the culturally

acceptable sin of envy, we should instead

cultivate a spirit of generosity and kind-

ness.  Recognising that we are created

for community and that we share a cer-

tain solidarity with everyone around us,

even those less fortunate, we should em-

brace the opportunities to share with

others, especially our faith.

A MEDITATION ON THE STATE OF OUR NATION Upcoming Events

Autumn Festival, Reprise: Sat, 5 Nov

Owing to the adverse weather on the
day of our Autumn Festival, we will try
once again to have a proper Yard Sale
out of doors.  We will set up after
Evening Prayer on Friday and move
everything out of doors early Saturday
morning to be in place for the sale be-
ginning at 8am.  Coffee and snacks will
be provided for those who help out.

All Saints’ Day/All Souls’ Day: 1-2 Nov 

We celebrate the Feast of All Saints on the 1st

of November with Mass at 6pm.  This feast

celebrates those who have allowed God’s

grace to so transform their lives that those

around them can see clearly the face of

Christ.  The Church acknowledges that not all

of the Saints are recognised in the kalendar,

so sets aside this particular day to pay homage

to the many unnamed Saints that have in-

spired the faithful through the centuries.  The

fact that there are Saints in every generation

encourages us in our own spiritual journey.  If

God’s grace can transform a regular person

such as ourself, then we know that if we too

are willing He can so transform us.

All Souls’ Day is the counterpart to All Saints;

here we commemorate all the faithful de-

parted, especially those with whom we have

a special connection.  We pray for them in

their spiritual journey through Purgatory, ask-

ing God to perfect them so they too can par-

take of the Beatific Vision as do the Saints.  We

will have a Requiem Mass of All Souls’ at the

usual Wednesday 10am time.

Thursday Night at the Movies: 17 Nov, 7pm

After a light-hearted showing last month, this

month we return to more substantial fare

with the film “Monsieur Vincent.”  Here is the

Netflix summary: Tracing the story of 16th-cen-

tury French priest St. Vincent de Paul, this com-

pelling biography explores his remarkable

mission to promote peace and faith among both

peasants and nobles. He faced slavery in Algiers

as a boy and the horrific Black Death in Europe

as an adult but maintained his compassionate

call for harmony. The internationally acclaimed

film won the Best Foreign Language Film Oscar

in 1948.



trinity all SaintS

ALL SAINTS

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Mass      6pm

All Souls Day

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Charles 

Borromeo, BC

(Of the Octave)

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

Octoberfest
Redux 8-1pm

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

Confessions 5pm

E.P.        5.30pm

TRINITY xx

(Of the Octave)

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am

Mass   10.30am

S. Willibrord,

BC

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Octave Day of

All Saints

(Four Crowned

Martyrs)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

DEDICATION OF

ARCHBASILICA OF

OUR SAVIOUR

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Andrew 

Avellino, C

(SS. Tryphon,

Respicius &

Nympha, V, MM)

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Martin, BC

(S. Mennas, M)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Martin 1, PM

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

Confessions 5pm

E.P.        5.30pm

TRINITY xxI

(S. Didacus, C)

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am

Mass   10.30am

S. Josaphat, BM

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Albert the

Great, BCD

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Gertrude, V

(S. Edmund of

Canterbury, BC)

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Hugh, BC

(S. Gregory the

Wonderworker,

BC)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

TNM        7pm

Dedication of

the Basilicas of

SS. Peter& Paul,

APP

(S. Hilda, Abbess)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Elisabeth of

Hungary, W

(S. Pontianus, PM)

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

Confessions 5pm

E.P.        5.30pm

SUNDAY NExT

BEFORE ADVENT

(S. Edmund, KM)

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9.00am

SCF   9.30am  
Mass  10.30am

PRESENTATION

OF THE BLESSED

VIRGIN MARY

M.P.    9.30am

Mass      10am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Cecilia, VM

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Clement I,

PM

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

S. John of the

Cross

(Thanksgiving Day)

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Catherine of

Alexandria, VM

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Sylvester, Ab

(S. Peter of

Alexandria, BM)

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

Confessions 5pm

E.P.        5.30pm

ADVENT SUNDAY

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9.00am

SCF   9.30am
Mass  10.30am

Advent Feria

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Vigil

(Advent Feria)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Andrew, AP

(Advent Feria)

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm S. CECilia S. andrEw

S. EliSabEth

of hungary

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

November 2011

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pr=Priest; Q=Queen; 

V=Virgin; W=Widow;  SCF = School of Christian Formation; TNM = Thursday Night at the Movies; SOC = Stations of the Cross
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