
advertising brochure

A color brochure is available

in the back of the church, by the west doors,

for use in advertising the parish.

Please take one (or two) to pass on

to a friend (or two).
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november agenda

all saints Day Monday, 1 November, 6pm

all souls Day Tuesday, 2 November, 6pm

thursday night at the movies 18 November, 7pm

thanksgiving Day 25 November, 10am

s. andrew, apostle 30 November, 6pm

standing notices

The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony,

Confession, Communion and Unction of the Sick, and

the Office of the Dead are always available 

by appointment, at announced times, or as necessary.

Please call or e-mail the Church Office or the Rectory

to inform the clergy if you or a loved one is in hospital.

Please RemembeR the PaRish in YouR Will
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ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,
By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be well into the month of November.  I

apologize for its late arrival and should explain that the parish office has been plagued with

a number of communications problems, the latest occurring during the Comcast internet

installation when the technician apparently drilled into a live electrical wire, shorting out the

parish computer!  And the reason we installed Comcast was because Verizon disconnected

the DSL in error and was not able to resolve their mistake after four weeks had elapsed.

As we near the end of 2010, it’s only right that we take stock of the past year and reflect

on the number of changes that took place and think about where God may be taking us.

Perhaps the most momentous event was Fr Needham’s ordination to the priesthood.  God

appears to be leading he and Michelle to a new chapter in their lives and most likely to a new

ministry.  The Needhams have been a wonderful stabilizing factor in the life of this parish,

given the various changes of leadership over the past decade as well as the various parish-

ioners who have come and gone.  There is always a certain sadness when people leave our

parish family, especially those who have been a significant part of its history, and we will cer-

tainly feel the loss of the Needhams.  And we trust that whenever others move on, God has

new people in mind for S. John’s.

But this raises the larger question of how we ought to respond to challenges that come

our way.  We live in a culture that reinforces individualism and private judgement.  Whenever

we come up against something with which we disagree or which challenges us, we feel no

compunction about walking away from that challenge rather than viewing it as an opportu-

nity for personal growth and character development.  I fear this has happened to often with-

in the so-called “Continuing Church” movement, and our parish is no exception to this rule.

We each have worship practices we prefer and people with whom we disagree.  But if we

are looking for the perfect parish in wish to worship, perhaps we ought to first admit that it

will no longer be perfect once we join.  For we are all, each and everyone of us, a sinner in

need of God’s grace.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
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Transitus

There were no Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals

recorded in the Parish Register this past month.

Kudos

To all who have helped with the renova-

tions of the rectory.

To all parishioners who sign up for coffee

hours, altar flowers and cleaning the church.

A Meditation

A MEDITATION ON 1 CORINTHIANS 11: 2 – 16

“The Great Exaltation of the Mitzvah of Covering the Hair”

by

The Rt Rev Paul C Hewett, SSC, 

Bishop of the Diocese of the Holy Cross

On the Feast of the Transfiguration, August 6, 2010

(This is Part Three of his Meditation)

The Great Exaltation of the Mitzvah of Covering the Hair:

The head covering is one of the most cherished pieces of

clothing a woman possesses. With it she fulfills a great

Mitzvah Min HaTorah (a Biblical mandated commandment)

and it bestows on her many exceptional side benefits that

emanate from fulfilling a mitzvah that is founded on tzniut

(modesty), the most important characteristic of the Bat

Yisrael (Daughter of Israel).

a)  She demonstrates submission to G-d's wishes:  When

covering the hair a woman conceals this natural source of

attraction from the eye of the public and thereby demon-

strates that she is a servant of G-d. She places His wish, that

an Eshet Ish (a Married Woman) covers her hair and conceals

it from the view of the public, above her own natural desire

to look attractive and enhance her appearance by displaying

her natural hair.

b)  She demonstrates the purity of Jewish family life:  The

headcovering symbolizes the kedusha (holiness) of the Jewish

family, in which the wife dedicates her life to her husband to

the near-total exclusion of any form of contact with other

men. She therefore withholds the chen (beauty) of her hair

Upcoming Events

Christian Formation: Sundays, 9:30am

In September,  we continue discussing

Archibald Campbell Knowles’ book,

“The Practice of Religion.”  This class is

strongly recommended for all who are

new to the parish or who would not

be prepared to “give an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason of

the hope that is in you.” I Peter 3:15

Weekly bible study:  Wed., 10.45am

Each Wednesday morning, we meet for

Mass at 10am and Bible Study follow-

ing. Please join us in our study of the

Acts of the Apostles, and bring your

friends.

Rosary:  Sat., 9.45am

We continue our Saturday meditations

on the Mysteries of the Rosary this

month.  Please join us even if you have

never prayed the Rosary before.

Rosaries and prayers are available at

the Lady Shrine.

thursday night at the movies:

Owing to a conflict with Wednesday

evenings on the part of some of our

attendees, we are shifting our film night

from Wednesdays to Thursdays begin-

ning this month.  We will meet on

Thursday, 18 November, at 7pm to

view “Tender Mercies.”  Here is the

Netflix review: Alcoholic drifter Mac

Sledge (Robert Duvall) comes into the life

of a lonely widow (Tess Harper) and her

young son (Allan Hubbard) in the barren

flatlands of Texas. But when Mac is

revealed to be a once-famous country

singer, he must face a painful past and an

uncertain future. The new relationships

Mac forges inspire him to revive his career

in this touching drama co-starring Wilford

Brimley, Betty Buckley and Ellen Barkin.

“According to Judaism, G-d wanted us to enjoy an existence in which our

physicality wouldn’t stand in the way of defining ourselves internally.  G-d

therefore gave the first man and woman a great gift:  the inborn ability to see

each other in their totality.  With this perfect vision, man and woman saw each

other’s outer self and inner self as one inseparable unit.  When man looked

at woman, he simultaneously saw her mind, heart, and spirit.  At the same

moment that woman appreciated man’s appearance, she appreciated who he

really was…

Tzniut – Modesty…is the most fundamental way of using your outside to tell

others who you are on the inside.  It makes the statement:  “I am much more

that what meets the eye.  If you want to see the real me, you’ll have to look

deeper.”  Outside actions create inside awareness; wearing a symbolic and

something tangible between us and the Above reinforces that idea that G-d

is always watching.

Covering the hair was a sign of modesty in society and throughout history,

but times and definitions of modesty have changed.  The goal of this website

is not to tell women how to cover their hair, but to influence, if possible, one

to thinking, talking and learning about modesty.

For many women new to head coverings, to cover your hair or not to cover

the hair is not a simple decision, instead it is a choice that evolves with learn-

ing.  May my various designs, made to appeal to the varied levels of obser-

vance and knowledge of the head covering, help you in that decision.”

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come

down, Fix in us thy humble dwelling, All thy faithful mercies

crown.  Jesus thou art all compassion, Pure unbounded love thou

art; Visit us with thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver, Let us all thy life receive; Suddenly

return, and never, Nevermore thy temples leave.  Thee we would

be alway blessing, Serve thee as thy hosts above, Pray and praise

thee without ceasing, Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; Let us

see thy great salvation Perfectly restored in thee:  Changed from

glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast our

crowns before thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise.  Amen.

(Charles Wesley)

from the view of the general public.

c)  It is a source of Yirat Shamayim (Fear of Heaven):  When

this mitzvah (commandment) is kept properly and with the

correct attitude it imparts considerable Yirat Shamayim (fear

of heaven) to the person. Men cover their head with a yarmul-

ke (kippah) or hat in line with the recommendation of Chazal

(our Sages), "Cover your head so that you shall experience the fear

of Heaven" (Shabbat 156b). If covering just part of the head as

is practiced by men has such an effect, how much more must

covering the complete head have a deep and far reaching

effect on a woman's Yirat Shamayim.

d)  It is a source of Kedusha (holiness) and inspiration:

Considering that the head is the most distinguished and most

significant part of the human body as Chazal say, "The head is

king over all the limbs" (Shabbat 61a), the influence of kedusha

that is transmitted to the whole person by a mitzvah done

continuously with the head must be immeasurable.

Significantly, Chazal say that when a man wears tefillin (phylac-

teries) he has a special defense against serious sin (Menachot

43b). Accordingly, a woman who lacks the outstanding mitzvah

of kisuy saarot (hair covering) because she does not fulfill its

halachic requirements, withholds from herself a vital source of

spirituality and inspiration.

e)  It protects from illness and pain:  Who can assess the phys-

ical advantage, in protecting the person from illness and pain,

that is gained from an unceasing mitzvah such as kisuy saarot.

Chazal have taught us that a person is protected while he ful-

fills a mitzvah, as they say, "While a mitzvah is being carried out it

shields and safeguards the person" (Sotah 21a). Hence, a mitzvah

that is done over many hours of the day is highly prized source

of protection. Similarly, the mezuzah (doorpost - encased tiny
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parchment scroll on upon - Devarim 6:4-9, 11:13-21), which is an ongoing mitzvah fulfilled at all times, is singled out by Chazal as

a mitzvah which offers exceptional protection to people (Shabbat 32b).

f)  It procures great dividends:  The head covering enables a woman to fulfill the mitzvah of kisuy saarot minute by minute through-

out the day, thereby enabling her to earn great riches both in this world and in the World to Come. While a man adorns his head

with tefillin for about an hour a day, a woman has the merit to adorn her head with an article of mitzvah throughout the length

of the day. In fact, one of the great Rabbanim of our generation, Hagaon Rav Shimon Schwab zt'l, once said that women are not

obligated in the mitzvah of tefillin because they wear "their tefillin" throughout all hours of the day. They therefore do not require

the added sanctification of tefillin as in the case of men.  Since the headcovering plays such an important role, it is only fitting that

it displays the inner refinement and sensitivities of the Bat yisrael. It should therefore be an article of clothing which adds luster

and aristocracy to the royal status of the Jewish woman who is a Bat Melachim (a Princess).

g)  The difference between a married woman and an unmarried girl:  The Torah allows a girl to appear in public with her hair

uncovered although it adds considerably to her chen (beauty) and demonstrates her natural good looks whilst the Torah consid-

ers it pritzut (licentiousness) for a married woman to do so. As mentioned previously, even the Umot HaOlam (the righteous non-

Jews) understood this and expected their wives to cover their hair in public - see Sanhedrin 58b. A married woman is an eshet

ish and this warrants that part of her beauty be withheld from the public eye.  Although she should dress pleasantly and gracious-

ly in a manner with reflects her simcha (joy) and nobility, she should not display her full natural chen for everyone to see.

On the other hand, an unmarried girl need not mask part of her natural chen and may allow her hair to reflect her natural good

looks (although not in way that draws attention to herself). An unmarried girl is not an eshet ish and there is therefore no need

for her to cover her hair to withhold part of her chen from the public eye. Also, her good appearance can aid in finding her future

partner in life. There is therefore a positive reason for her hair not to be covered and hidden - see Ketubot 53b and Mekorot

28:3-7.

We live in a time when the importance and far-reaching effect of kisuy saarot is little understood and is under threat, being pre-

sented by some as a matter of little significance. In truth, authentic Yiddishkeit (Jewishness) and the whole character of the Jewish

home are dependent on women practicing all aspects of tzniut properly. The saying of Chazal, "They are like mountains that hang

on a hair" (Mishnah Chagigah 10a) - is highly appropriate to our issue. It is most significant that the great Chasam Sofer zt'l and

Harav Samson Raphael Hirsch zt'l who both succeeded in establishing healthy and vibrant centers of yiddishkeit where great cam-

paigners for this mitzvah and instilled a deep respect and reverence for it amongst their followers.

The Navi (Prophet) says, "The crown of our head has fallen; woe unto us for we have sinned" (Eicha 5:16). Due to our sins and lack of

kedusha, the crown of our heads - the beautiful mitzvah of kisuy saarot, headcovering - has fallen. The crown is however not bro-

ken. It is up to us to pick it up and return it once again to its rightful place. With that we will awaken once again within ourselves

the deep rooted feelings for real tzniut and kedushat Yisrael (holiness of Israel). 

Source: Modesty - An Adornment for Life, Halachot and Attitudes Concerning Tzniut of Dress & Conduct, by Rabbi Pesach Eliyahu Falk

http://www.headcoverings-by-devorah.com/HeadcoveringArticle.html

Another helpful article on this website opens up the theological significance of modesty:

“All About Headcoverings”

November 2010

HOLy SOULS

ALL SAINTS DAy

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
mass 6pm

ALL SOULS DAy

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
mass 6pm

Octave

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Charles
Borromeo, BC

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy xxIII
(S. WILLIBRORD,

BC)
L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

Octave Day
(Four

Crowned
Martyrs)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Dedication 
of the

Archbasilica 
of S. Saviour

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Andrew
Avellino, C

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Martin, BC
(S. Mennas, M)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Martin I, PM

M.P.     9.30am  
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Didachus, C

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

TRINITy xxIV
(S. JOSAPHAT,

BM)
L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

S. Albert the
Great

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Gertrude, V

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Hugh, BC
(S. Gregory, BC)

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Hilda, Ab

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
TNM 7pm

S. Elisabeth of
Hungary, W

(S. Pontianus,
PM)

M.P.     9.30am  
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Edmund, KM

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

SUNDAy NExT

BEFORE ADVENT

(PRESENTATION)

L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

S. Cecilia, VM

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Clement I, PM

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. John of the
Cross, CD 

(S. Chrysogonus,
M)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Catherine of
Alexandria, VM
(Thanksgiving

Day)
M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Sylvester, Ab
(S. Peter of
Alexandria,

BM)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Of Our Lady

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

ADVENT I

L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

Vigil
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. ANDREW, AP

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
mass 6pm S.  ANDREW S. Hilda S. ELISABETH S. CECILIA

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pn=Penitent Pr=Priest;

Q=Queen; V=Virgin; W=Widow; SCF=School of Christian Formation; SOC=Stations of the Cross; TNM=Thursday Night at the Movies
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