
advertising brochure

A color brochure is available

in the back of the church, by the west doors,

for use in advertising the parish.

Please take one (or two) to pass on

to a friend (or two).
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march agenda

ash Wednesday             Wednesday, 9 March, 10am; 6pm

thursday night at the movies Thursday, 17 March, 7pm

s. Gabriel, archangel Thursday, 24 March, 6pm

annunciation of the bVm Friday, 25 March, 6pm

standing notices

The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony,

Confession, Communion and Unction of the Sick, and

the Office of the Dead are always available 

by appointment, at announced times, or as necessary.

Please call or e-mail the Church Office or the Rectory

to inform the clergy if you or a loved one is in hospital.

Please RemembeR the PaRish in YouR Will
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ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,

With March comes Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  These forty days in

the Church’s kalendar remind us of a number of Biblical themes.  First, we recall the

forty days of rain during the days of Noah, when God’s judgement upon man’s sinfulness

resulted in a new beginning through Noah’s faithfulness.  The imagery of the Flood wash-

ing away sin was not lost on the Church Fathers.  So in this context, we rely upon the

ark of the Church to bring us to a new place in our spiritual pilgrimage.  The grace of

the Sacraments (the Eucharist and Confession) helps us grow in holiness as we confront

the sin in our lives.

Another theme centers around the Exodus of the children of Israel from slavery in

Egypt and their pilgrimage to the Promised Land.  Forty years signifies one generation,

and we see in this story God raising up a new generation who will be faithful to the

covenant at Mt Sinai, unlike those who still desired the “fleshpots” back in Egypt.  We

pray that these forty days of Lent will help us to become more detached from the things

of this world as we focus on the things of eternal value.

Perhaps the most relevant theme concerns Our Lord entering the wilderness after

His baptism by John, to be tempted by Satan before entering into His public ministry.

Here Our Lord reveals the value of prayer and fasting as the means of resisting temp-

tation.

Those monks who left the cities for the desert once Christianity became licit in the

Roman Empire did so in imitation of Our Lord so that they might confront the demons

on their own territory.  Undertaking a life of prayer and fasting, these Desert Fathers

understood both the seriousness of the spiritual life and the power of these demons

who seek to keep us distracted from our true end, union with God.

As we enter into the wilderness of Lent, we too, will confront the demons that assail

our lives, the temptations to which we are most prone.  Armed with the proven tools

of prayer, fasting and almsgiving (more about these tools on the inside pages), may we

have success in our journey through the wilderness of Lent.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
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Transitus

There were no Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals

recorded in the Parish Register this past month.

Kudos

To Bill Stevens for orchestrating an effort to recruit

new parishioners.

To Didi McConnell for assisting Bill with the new

advertizing brochure.

Ordinariate Update

Ordinariate Festival, Holy Family Parish, Como,
Perth, Western Australia, February 26, 2011

UNITY IN FAITH

Receiving Gifts and Bringing Gifts to the Ordinariate

Bishop Peter J. Elliott

Auxiliary Bishop, Melbourne

Part I

Anglicans on the way to full communion in an ordinariate

are already discovering that they are part of a surprising

adventure of faith. I refer not only to the step of personal

commitment, but to a wider and deeper corporate expe-

rience of unity in the Faith that comes to us from the

Apostles. This Faith of the Church is secured by being “in

communion” with the Successor of St Peter.

What some nervous Anglo Catholic may imagine as com-

ing under tighter control, with a narrower vision, is in real-

ity quite the opposite. Catholic unity in faith is a broaden-

ing experience – entering a wider domain with endless vis-

tas, yet knowing all the while that here there is always a

secure parameter which Chesterton once compared to a

garden wall giving children the security to play and be

happy. While that is true, I would prefer to emphasize the

authoritative point of reference at the centre of the Faith

of millions.

This point of reference was identified and celebrated in a

magnificent gesture of commitment, when the bishops of

the Traditional Anglican Communion signed the Catechism

of the Catholic Church in Fr Dolling’s historic church at

Portsmouth in October 2007. Their action was prophetic,

anticipating what would appear two years later in Pope

Benedict’s apostolic constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus,

Upcoming Events

Weekly bible study: Wed., 10:45am

We continue our weekly Bible Study

Wednesday mornings following the

10am Mass.  Please join us as we study

the Book of Genesis, and bring any

friends who might be interested.  This

is a good way to introduce them to

our parish.

ash Wednesday: Wednesday, 9, Feb

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning

of Lent, the forty days immediately

preceeding Easter, the Queen of

Feasts.  On Ash Wednesday, we are

reminded of our own mortality as

ashes are placed on our foreheads

with the words, “Remember, O man,

that dust thou art and unto dust shalt

thou return,” words God spoke to

Adam after his fall from grace.  This

reflection upon our mortality during

Lent has a two-fold effect upon us: it

reminds us of our spiritual death and

separation from God because of sin

and it motivates us to reflect upon the

particular sins that have contributed

to that spiritual separation.

thursday night at the movies:

On Thursday, 17 March, we will meet

in the parish Annex to view the film:

“Strangers in Good Company.”  Here

is the Netflix synopsis: When a bus

filled with eight elderly women breaks

down in the wilderness, the group of

strangers is stranded at a deserted farm-

house with only their wits, their memories

and eventually some roasted frogs' legs to

sustain them. For several days, the

women share their life stories and inti-

mate thoughts. Director Cynthia Scott

directs these nonprofessional actors deliv-

ering largely improvised dialogue to

heartwarming effect. 

A LENTEN MEDITATION

In the Gospel for Sexagesima, Our Lord offers a parable of a sower sowing
seed on various types of ground as a way of speaking to the reasons why His
hearers did not always respond to His teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven.
On one level, we understand that He is addressing His Jewish audience and
contrasting their hard, shallow and divided hearts with those of the Gentiles
who will receive gladly the Good News of the Kingdom.

We can also use this parable as a mirror to hold up to our own lives and ask
where we are on that spectrum of response at this point in our spiritual pil-
grimage.  Who of us has not at one time or another exhibited a heart that
does not want to hear the Word at all because we are in a state of sin?  Have
we not at times responded only half-heartedly, with no real intent to turn our
lives around?  How often are we more concerned about our creaturely com-
forts instead of the eternal verities, and allow our wants to take central place
in our hearts rather than the Word of God?

Rare, it seems, is the one who truly holds fast to the Word and becomes a
receptacle of grace, transformed into the likeness of Christ!  Yet, we are each
called to that state of sanctity and ultimately of Sainthood. For only then will
we truly enjoy that Beatific Vision.

One additional way this parable can be understood is to see the first three
states of the heart - hardened, shallow, divided - as types of the temptations
that come our way.  The Ministration of Holy Baptism reminds us that we are
to fight against the devil, the flesh and the world.  In the first condition Our
Lord describes, the heart is like hardened ground and Satan snatches away the
Word before it has a chance to penetrate.  Here we are reminded that Satan
and his minions are always at hand to prevent even the initial movement of
grace in our hearts.  However, we can resist Satan by keeping our hearts open
to the Word (who is the Incarnate Son).  We ought to cultivate a personal
relationship with Him so that we are always in conversation with Him.  Here
we encounter the first Lenten discipline of prayer.

The second condition of the heart, that of shallow ground, represents the
temptation that comes from the flesh, that is, from our own lack of integrity
and wholeness.  We are born into a world tainted with sin; our own hearts
are dis-eased by sin.  How often do we try to satisfy our own desires with
temptations of the flesh rather than with God, Who is the true desire of our
hearts?  Here we are reminded to keep our hearts focused on the One for
Whom we are made, and so learn to resist the temptations that come from
deep within.  The Lenten discipline of fasting will help strengthen our
dependence upon God and help us curb our own sinful desires.

The third condition of the heart occurs when we allow the things of the
world to distract us, things such as wealth, power and security.  These are
things the world insists are necessary for success and because we often do
not place our confidence in God’s providential care, we begin to rely more
on our own efforts.  The remedy here is to practice the discipline of gratitude
towards God, so that we are oriented to the Source of all good things.  Here,
the Lenten discipline of almsgiving teaches us detachment from material
things.

In all these temptations, the world, the flesh and the devil, Our Lord teaches
us how to achieve ultimate victory.  The heart that is receptive is the heart
that “holds fast”  to the Word.  Again, we are brought back to the need for a
personal relationship with Christ.  This will mean time spent with Him in
prayer.  It will also necessitate learning what He has to say to us as recorded
in Scripture and as expounded by the teaching of the Church.  May this Lent
be a time of significant spiritual growth for each one of us.

where we read “The Catechism of the Catholic Church is

the authoritative expression of the Catholic faith professed

by members of the Ordinariate.” (1 § 5).

Published with the authority of the Venerable Pope John Paul

II in 1994, the Catechism of the Catholic Church is a rich

summary of the Catholic Faith, derived from the sources of

Divine Revelation, the Scriptures and Tradition. It is built

around the Christian essentials that we all share in the

creeds: Apostolic, Nicene and Athanasian.

However, the Catechism not only proposes what we believe

but how we are to live our covenant union with God and

one another, our graced life “in Christ”. The Catechism

moves in four stages: 1. the Profession of Faith (the creed),

2. the Celebration of the Christian Mystery (liturgy and

sacraments), 3. Life in Christ (commandments, beatitudes

and virtues), 4. Christian Prayer (built around the Lord’s

Prayer).

The Catechism embodies the solemn teachings of the Popes

and the Ecumenical Councils In it we also find the treasury

of the Faith: the Fathers of the Church, East and West, the

men and women recognised as Doctors of the Church, and

the insights of theologians, mystics and saints who have uni-

versal appeal, such as Blessed John Henry Newman.

The Catechism is now the focus of study, reflection and

prayer for all people, laity and clergy, who are preparing to

enter full communion in an ordinariate. Courses of study are

under way in all countries where the ordinariates are taking

shape this year.

the anglican impetus towards Catholic Faith

Members of the ordinariates accept the Catechism as their

rule of faith while maintaining their Anglican patrimony. The

heritage they bring resonates with the Catechism because

they cherish an emphasis on Catholic essentials that spread

in Nineteenth Century Anglicanism under the influence of

the Oxford Movement.
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We find some of these Catholic essentials set out in the

Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (1886, 1888). The ordinar-

iates will continue to honour the intentions and hopes of

those who framed this declaration, that is, a desire for

Christian unity. But the Quadrilateral is clear that unity

must be grounded in orthodoxy, through the Scriptures,

the creeds, sacraments and episcopacy, maintaining the liv-

ing apostolic tradition.

In more recent times the Affirmation of St Louis (1977)

speaks not only to Anglicans but to Catholics. It remains a

timely reminder of “our apostolic descent” and what can

disrupt and undermine that living tradition.

The ARCIC conversations and the fruit of these conversa-

tions in the documents will also be honoured in the ordi-

nariates. Recently it has been announced that the ARCIC

process will continue. Anyone tempted to add “in spite of

the papal offer of the ordinariate”, should reflect whether

in fact it is the papal offer that has kick-started ARCIC

once more. With reference to these ongoing conversa-

tions, I would argue, as I have said elsewhere, that, far from

damaging ecumenism. the ordinariates will provide a lively

stimulus for better relations between Anglicans and

Catholics. In this regard let us pray that the forthcoming

ARCIC discussions on the Church as communion and

Christian ethics will go well.

the Development of Christian doctrine

Reflecting on the apostolic faith, we speak of a fixed

“deposit of  Faith” or the ”faith once given to the Church”

in the Scriptures and tradition. Yet across the centuries the

Catholic Faith has demonstrated an organic quality. The

Faith always based on the deposit, yet it is capable of

growth. This may be seen in the Catechism itself which is

the fruit of the development of Christian doctrine.

Through the complex struggles over the Person of Christ

and the Holy Trinity, in the fourth century various Fathers

of the Church understood how the deposit of faith was

being adapted and how the Faith was developing as the

Church grew and spread across the world. Their insights

were taken up and spelt out more clearly by Blessed John

Henry Newman in his masterly essay The Development of

Christian Doctrine. In that work, so crucial in his person-

al journey, Newman carefully set out the ways one can dis-

cern a true gradual development as distinct from innova-

tions and errors.

Development reminds us that we cannot stay fixated in

some ideal age of the past, for example arguing that “the

Catholic Faith” can only be defined within the sphere of

some Councils in certain centuries, or that the Faith was

somehow lost and then had to be rediscovered and

rewritten many centuries later.

the magisterium

The Catholic Faith has a living voice in the Church. This

gift of the apostolic teaching office, the Magisterium, can

never be underestimated. In its papal form, the

Magisterium is one way through which Peter’s successor

fulfils the promise of Jesus Christ and strengthens his

brothers and sisters in faith. The Catechism itself is one

means he uses as he exercises this Petrine ministry,

together with the bishops of the whole apostolic college.

Through St Peter, God has assured the Popes that they

will not fail. This does not refer to morality, for there have

been unworthy Popes in the past. It refers to teaching

Christ’s truths, The nature of infallibility can best be

understood in terms of the word itself. “Infallible” does

not mean never being wrong, rather not falling into error,

not failing to “strengthen the brethren”, at crucial

moments in the history of the Church. At these times the

teaching office must be exercised. The Pope relies not on

flesh and blood, human guidance, to reveal truth, but on

our Father in heaven (Cf. Matthew 16:18-19). This is the

Extraordinary Magisterium.

The Holy Spirit is at work in the Church, the Spirit of

truth leading us into all truth. This same charism of infalli-

bility is evident when the whole college of bishops with

the Pope teaches solemnly at an Ecumenical Council. The

charism of infallibility is also at work when the bishops

faithfully pass on the teachings of the Church on faith and

morals in their day to day ministry. This is the Ordinary

Magisterium, such as we find in official catechisms.

As Anglo Catholics know, the dogmas proposed by the

Magisterium are liberating truths. I believe that they will

come to understand this sense of life and freedom more

clearly once they enter full communion within the

Church. Here we are all securely guided by the living voice

of the Magisterium.

to be continued. . .
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S. JoSeph

S. thomaS

aquinaS

S. David, BC

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Chad, BC

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Aelred, Ab

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Casimir, C

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Of Our Lady

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9.45am
E.P.         5.30pm

QUINQUAGESIMA

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am   
mass 10.30am

S. Thomas
Aquinas, CD

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. John 
of God, C

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

ASH

WEDNESDAY

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm
mass        6pm

Forty Holy
Martyrs

(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria
(Monthly 

Requiem)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Gregory the
Great, PCD
(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9.45am
E.P.         5.30pm

LENT I

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am   
mass 10.30am

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Ember Day

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Patrick, BC
(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
TNM 7pm

S. Cyril of
Jerusalem,

BCD
(Lenten Feria)

M.P.        9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. JOSEPH,
SPOUSE OF

BVM

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9.45am
E.P.         5.30pm

LENT II
(S. Cuthbert, BC)

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am   
mass 10.30am

S. Benedict, Ab
(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study  10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. GABRIEL THE

ARCHANGEL

(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
mass      6pm

ANNUNCIATION

OF THE BVM

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
mass      6pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9.45am
E.P.         5.30pm

LENT III
(S. John of 

Damascus, CD)

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am   
mass 10.30am

S. John 
Capistran, C
(Lenten Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

Lenten Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm annunCiation S. John CapiStran
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Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pn=Penitent Pr=Priest;

Q=Queen; V=Virgin; W=Widow; SCF=School of Christian Formation; SOC=Stations of the Cross; TNM=Thursday Night at the Movies
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