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E C C E

ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,

As we begin the New Year, we find ourselves already in the Christmas season.  While

the culture marks this season with its emphasis on material well-being, the Church

teaches us that our ultimate well-being comes from having a right relationship with

God.  All of the advertising that confronts us throughout the end of the year suggests

that our lives are incomplete unless we embrace a certain product, technology or

life-style.  By contrast, the Church reminds us in this season of the Incarnation that

our sense of emptiness cannot be filled with anything less than God Himself.  The

Holy Child born in Bethlehem is the One who brings ultimate meaning to our lives

by restoring us to our Creator.

The Church kalendar helps to bring these truths home.  We begin with Advent, a

season dedicated to preparing ourselves to receive the Author of life, followed by

Christmas when we celebrate God made man in the person of Jesus Christ.  The

Epiphany season reminds us that in this Holy Child God reveals Himself to the entire

world and that we too are called to reveal the Light of Christ to those around us.

But this vocation does not come easily or without cost, as the season of Lent teaches.

We must be disciplined in our wills, trained in our intellect and balanced in our pas-

sions.  Our Lenten Rule brings into focus those areas of our life that still need work.

The Easter season reveals the victory of Christ over sin and death and makes us all

the more aware of the need for His grace to share in that same victory in our lives.

Then comes Pentecost, and the coming of the Holy Ghost who enables us to fulfill

our vocation as followers of Christ.  Finally comes the long Trinity season, in which

we seek to apply all of these truths to our lives.

This month may signal the beginning of another secular year but the Church kalen-

dar reminds us that as Christians we have a different understanding of time.  We look

not to the temporal sequence of months and years, but rather to our ultimate end,

the Blessed Trinity, and to those things that either assist us in accomplishing that goal

or may prevent or delay us in that quest.  May we grow in our desire to be at one

with God and pray for the grace to remove anything that would detract from our

true end.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,

D
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Midnight Mass at S. Peter ’s Basil ica

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

The reading from Saint Paul’s Letter to Titus that we have

just heard begins solemnly with the word “apparuit”, which

then comes back again in the reading at the Dawn Mass:

apparuit – “there has appeared”.  This is a programmatic

word, by which the Church seeks to express synthetically

the essence of Christmas.  Formerly, people had spoken

of God and formed human images of him in all sorts of

different ways.  God himself had spoken in many and var-

ious ways to mankind (cf. Heb 1:1 – Mass during the Day).

But now something new has happened: he has appeared.

He has revealed himself.  He has emerged from the inac-

cessible light in which he dwells.  He himself has come into

our midst.  This was the great joy of Christmas for the

early Church: God has appeared.  No longer is he merely

an idea, no longer do we have to form a picture of him on

the basis of mere words.  He has “appeared”.  But now we

ask: how has he appeared?  Who is he in reality?  The read-

ing at the Dawn Mass goes on to say: “the kindness and

love of God our Saviour for mankind were revealed” (Tit

3:4).  For the people of pre-Christian times, whose re-

sponse to the terrors and contradictions of the world was

to fear that God himself might not be good either, that he

too might well be cruel and arbitrary, this was a real

“epiphany”, the great light that has appeared to us: God is

pure goodness.  Today too, people who are no longer able

to recognize God through faith are asking whether the ul-

timate power that underpins and sustains the world is

truly good, or whether evil is just as powerful and primor-

dial as the good and the beautiful which we encounter in

radiant moments in our world.  “The kindness and love of

God our Saviour for mankind were revealed”: this is the

new, consoling certainty that is granted to us at Christ-

mas.

In all three Christmas Masses, the liturgy quotes a passage

from the Prophet Isaiah, which describes the epiphany that

took place at Christmas in greater detail: “A child is born

for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid on his shoul-

ders; and this is the name they give him: Wonder-Counsel-

lor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.  Wide is

his dominion in a peace that has no end” (Is 9:5f.).

Whether the prophet had a particular child in mind, born

during his own period of history, we do not know.  But it

seems impossible.  This is the only text in the Old Testa-

ment in which it is said of a child, of a human being: his

name will be Mighty-God, Eternal-Father.  We are pre-

sented with a vision that extends far beyond the historical

moment into the mysterious, into the future.  A child, in

all its weakness, is Mighty God.  A child, in all its neediness

and dependence, is Eternal Father.  And his peace “has no

end”.  The prophet had previously described the child as

“a great light” and had said of the peace he would usher

in that the rod of the oppressor, the footgear of battle,

every cloak rolled in blood would be burned (Is 9:1, 3-4).

God has appeared – as a child.  It is in this guise that he

pits himself against all violence and brings a message that

is peace.  At this hour, when the world is continually threat-

ened by violence in so many places and in so many differ-

ent ways, when over and over again there are oppressors’

rods and bloodstained cloaks, we cry out to the Lord: O

mighty God, you have appeared as a child and you have re-

vealed yourself to us as the One who loves us, the One

through whom love will triumph.  And you have shown us

that we must be peacemakers with you.  We love your

childish estate, your powerlessness, but we suffer from the

continuing presence of violence in the world, and so we

also ask you: manifest your power, O God.  In this time of

ours, in this world of ours, cause the oppressors’ rods, the



cloaks rolled in blood and the footgear of battle to be

burned, so that your peace may triumph in this world of

ours.

Christmas is an epiphany – the appearing of God and of

his great light in a child that is born for us.  Born in a stable

in Bethlehem, not in the palaces of kings.  In 1223, when

Saint Francis of Assisi celebrated Christmas in Greccio

with an ox and an ass and a manger full of hay, a new di-

mension of the mystery of Christmas came to light.  Saint

Francis of Assisi called Christmas “the feast of feasts” –

above all other feasts – and he celebrated it with “unut-

terable devotion” (2 Celano 199; Fonti Francescane, 787).

He kissed images of the Christ-child with great devotion

and he stammered tender words such as children say, so

Thomas of Celano tells us  (ibid.).  For the early Church,

the feast of feasts was Easter: in the Resurrection Christ

had flung open the doors of death and in so doing had rad-

ically changed the world: he had made a place for man in

God himself.  Now, Francis neither changed nor intended

to change this objective order of precedence among the

feasts, the inner structure of the faith centred on the

Paschal Mystery.  And yet through him and the character

of his faith, something new took place: Francis discovered

Jesus’ humanity in an entirely new depth.  This human ex-

istence of God became most visible to him at the moment

when God’s Son, born of the Virgin Mary, was wrapped in

swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.  The Resurrection

presupposes the Incarnation.  For God’s Son to take the

form of a child, a truly human child, made a profound im-

pression on the heart of the Saint of Assisi, transforming

faith into love.  “The kindness and love of God our Saviour

for mankind were revealed” – this phrase of Saint Paul

now acquired an entirely new depth.  In the child born in

the stable at Bethlehem, we can as it were touch and ca-

ress God.  And so the liturgical year acquired a second

focus in a feast that is above all a feast of the heart.

This has nothing to do with sentimentality.  It is right here,

in this new experience of the reality of Jesus’ humanity

that the great mystery of faith is revealed.  Francis loved

the child Jesus, because for him it was in this childish estate

that God’s humility shone forth.  God became poor.  His

Son was born in the poverty of the stable.  In the child

Jesus, God made himself dependent, in need of human love,

he put himself in the position of asking for human love –

our love.  Today Christmas has become a commercial cel-

ebration, whose bright lights hide the mystery of God’s

humility, which in turn calls us to humility and simplicity.

Let us ask the Lord to help us see through the superficial

glitter of this season, and to discover behind it the child in

the stable in Bethlehem, so as to find true joy and true

light.

Francis arranged for Mass to be celebrated on the manger

that stood between the ox and the ass (cf. 1 Celano 85;

Fonti 469).  Later, an altar was built over this manger, so

that where animals had once fed on hay, men could now

receive the flesh of the spotless lamb Jesus Christ, for the

salvation of soul and body, as Thomas of Celano tells us

(cf. 1 Celano 87; Fonti 471).  Francis himself, as a deacon,

had sung the Christmas Gospel on the holy night in Grec-

cio with resounding voice.  Through the friars’ radiant

Christmas singing, the whole celebration seemed to be a

great outburst of joy (1 Celano 85.86; Fonti 469, 470).  It

was the encounter with God’s humility that caused this

joy – his goodness creates the true feast.

Today, anyone wishing to enter the Church of Jesus’ Na-

tivity in Bethlehem will find that the doorway five and a

half metres high, through which emperors and caliphs used

to enter the building, is now largely walled up.  Only a low

opening of one and a half metres has remained.  The in-

tention was probably to provide the church with better

protection from attack, but above all to prevent people

from entering God’s house on horseback.  Anyone wishing

to enter the place of Jesus’ birth has to bend down.  It

seems to me that a deeper truth is revealed here, which

should touch our hearts on this holy night: if we want to

find the God who appeared as a child, then we must dis-

mount from the high horse of our “enlightened” reason.

We must set aside our false certainties, our intellectual

pride, which prevents us from recognizing God’s closeness.

We must follow the interior path of Saint Francis – the

path leading to that ultimate outward and inward simplicity

which enables the heart to see.  We must bend down, spir-

itually we must as it were go on foot, in order to pass

through the portal of faith and encounter the God who is

so different from our prejudices and opinions – the God

who conceals himself in the humility of  a newborn baby.

In this spirit let us celebrate the liturgy of the holy night,

let us strip away our fixation on what is material, on what

can be measured and grasped.  Let us allow ourselves to

be made simple by the God who reveals himself to the

simple of heart.  And let us also pray especially at this hour

for all who have to celebrate Christmas in poverty, in suf-

fering, as migrants, that a ray of God’s kindness may shine

upon them, that they – and we – may be touched by the

kindness that God chose to bring into the world through

the birth of his Son in a stable.  Amen.
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Kudos

To Susie Ashcom for her on-going work as the Altar Guild.

To Anita Kamphuis for sewing repairs to our valuable vestments.

To Betsy Bradford and all who worked to make the church so spectacular

for our Christmas celebrations.

Much has been made over the recent

changes in the Roman Catholic liturgy.

There have been comments on both

ends of the spectrum regarding the

new translation from Latin, the official

language of Rome, into the vernacular

English. Some critics lament the

changes, suggesting they are not quite

“enlightened” enough for 21st century

people.  Others support the changes,

recognising that they much more

closely reflect the intent of the original

language.

This brings us to the use of language in

our public prayers.  Admittedly, any use

of language will be limited in its attempt

to capture the mystery of God, His

mercy towards us and the meaning of

our salvation.  While there are those

who argue that all language is meaning-

less, let alone in trying to communicate

such profound theological concepts, as

Christians we understand language to

be a God-given gift, enabling such mys-

teries to be passed down from gener-

ation to generation.

We find the basis for this in S. John’s

use of the concept Logos, or Word, as

we hear in the Prologue to his Gospel

at the end of almost every Mass.  Some

have argued that S. John  borrows this

term from Gnosticism, such as the 20th

century Protestant theologian Rudolf

Bultmann.  These theories have since

been disproved, illustrating that S. John,

while borrowing the word from Hel-

lenistic philosophers, wants to commu-

nicate the idea of the Incarnate Son of

God as the final and complete Word of

the Father.  In other words, the Father

has revealed His final and complete will

in the life and work of Jesus of

Nazareth.  No further revelation is ei-

ther necessary or possible.  As S. John

makes clear in his Gospel, whoever has

seen the Son has seen the Father.  The

Gospels thus convey faithfully the will

of Father for His creation by transmit-

ting faithfully the words of the Incar-

nate Son.  Although we are not “people

of the book,” we understand the He-

brew Scriptures to have revealed the

promised Messiah and the New Testa-

ment to open that revelation up to us

in the words and work of Jesus of

Nazareth.

The language of our Anglican Prayer

Book, like the revised prayers in the

new Roman Catholic liturgies, rightly

place the emphasis on what God has

revealed through Christ as recorded in

the Scriptures.  The previous transla-

tions of the prayers of the Novus Ordo

(New Order) of the Mass were much

more colloquial and relied less on Bib-

lical language and imagery.   The virtue

of using Scriptural concepts in our

worship is to see God as He has re-

vealed Himself to us and to see our-

selves as He sees us.  Anything other

can be not only subjective but even

delusional. 

Traditional Anglican patrimony has al-

ways included these sound liturgical

principles.   We can only be grateful for

this re-alignment between the revised

English translations of the Roman

Catholic Liturgy and our Prayer Book

as we seek the unity of the one Church

founded by Our Lord.

A LOOK AT THE LITURGY Upcoming Events

The Epiphany of Our Lord:  Fri, 6 Jan 6pm

While most of the Prayer Book Holy

Days are celebrated at 10am during the

winter months, Holy Days of Obligation

are celebrated at 6pm to allow those

who work to participate.  On 6 January,

we will celebrate the Feast of the

Epiphany, sometimes called The Manifes-

tation of Christ to the Gentiles.  This

marks the end of the Twelve Days of

Christmas and marks the revelation of

the Blessed Trinity to His creation.  The

Visit of the Magi, the Baptism of Our

Lord and the Wedding Feast of Cana fea-

ture in this season.

Thursday Night at the Movies:   19 Jan, 7pm

This month, we will meet for the under-

rated film, Ikiru.  Here is the review: Di-

rected by Akira Kurosawa: An older

bureaucrat discovers he has terminal can-

cer, and in the last six months of his life also

discovers how to live, which is what "ikiru"

means in Japanese.  The first half of the film

shows his journey toward the truth; the sec-

ond half, at his funeral, shows through flash-

backs what happened when he found it.  In

case you don't already know, the truth is to

love your neighbor. 

Elliott House of Studies: 24-28 Jan 

For the past several years, Fr Ostman

has attended this continuing education

programme for traditionalist Anglican

clergy hosted by St John’s Church in Sa-

vannah, Georgia.  Dr. Neil Robertson will

be conducting the 2012 seminar on the

topic of “Grace and Freedom in the Re-

formed Soul: Erasmus, Luther and

Richard Hooker”.  This is the first Elliott

House seminar to address theologians

from the early modern era. Dr. Robert-

son is the Director of the Early Modern

Studies Programme,  Associate Profes-

sor of Humanities, and an adjunct pro-

fessor for the Contemporary Studies

Program at the University of Kingʼs Col-

lege, Halifax, NS.



CIRCUMCISION

OF CHRIST

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am
Mass   10.30am

MOST HOLY

NAME OF JESUS

(Octave Day of S.

Stephen)

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm
Mass      6pm

Octave Day of
S. John,  Ap Ev

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

Octave Day 
of the Holy 
Innocents

M.P.    9.30am
Mass   10am

E.P.        5.30pm

Vigil of the
Epiphany

M.P.       9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

EPIPHANY OF

OUR LORD

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm
Mass      6pm

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions  5pm
E.P.        5.30pm

HOLY FAMILY

(Epiphany I, 

Of the Octave)

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am
Mass   10.30am

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am
Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.       9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

BAPTISM OF

CHRIST

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm
Mass      6pm

S. Hilary, BCD

M.P.    9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions  5pm
E.P.        5.30pm

EPIPHANY II
(S. Paul, Hermit)

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9am
SCF   9.30am
Mass   10.30am

S. Marcellus I,
PM

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Antony, Ab

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

Chair of S.
Peter at Rome

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Wulfstan, BC

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm
TNM         7pm

Ss. Fabian, P &
Sebastian, MM

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Agnes, AM

M.P.    9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions  5pm
E.P.        5.30pm

EPIPHANY III
(Ss. Vincent &

Anastius, MM)

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9.00am

SCF   9.30am  
Mass  10.30am

S. Raymund of
Pennaforte,C

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Timothy, BM

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

CONVERSION OF

S. PAUL

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Polycarp, BM

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. John
Chrysostom,

BCD

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Peter 
Nolasco, C

M.P.    9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions  5pm
E.P.        5.30pm

EPIPHANY IV
(S. Francis de

Sales, BCD)

L.M.           8am
M.P.    9.00am
SCF   9.30am
Mass  10.30am

Decollation of
Charles I, KM

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm

S. John Bosco,
C

M.P.    9.30am
E.P.        5.30pm S. peter S. polycArp epiphAny S. AgneS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January 2012

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pr=Priest; Q=Queen; 

gin; W=Widow;  SCF = School of Christian Formation; TNM = Thursday Night at the Movies; SOC = Stations of the Cross
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