
advertising brochure

A color brochure is available

in the back of the church, by the west doors,

for use in advertising the parish.

Please take one (or two) to pass on

to a friend (or two).
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December agenda

immaculate Conception Wednesday, 8 December, 10am

thurs. night at the movies 16 December, 7pm

lessons and Carols Friday, 24 December, 6 pm

Carol sing              Friday, 24 December, 10.30 pm 

First mass of Christmas Friday, 24 December, 11 pm 

nativity of our lord Saturday, 25 December, 8 & 10 am 

st John, apostle Monday, 27 December, 12 noon

holy innocents           Tuesday, 28 December, 12 noon

standing notices

The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony,

Confession, Communion and Unction of the Sick, and

the Office of the Dead are always available 

by appointment, at announced times, or as necessary.

Please call or e-mail the Church Office or the Rectory

to inform the clergy if you or a loved one is in hospital.

Please RemembeR the PaRish in YouR Will
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ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,

Once again, we find ourselves at the beginning of a new Church year.  How appro-

priate that the Church in her wisdom gives us this season of Advent, when the nights

are the longest, as a time to prepare for the Light that has come into the world.  Unlike

the culture in which we find ourselves, we seek to avoid the frenetic pace of “holiday”

shopping, cocktail parties, and elaborate gift-giving, and instead look more deeply at

those things in our lives that prevent the Light of Christ from shining forth to those

around us.

Our lives are to be like the candles we place in our windows during the Advent

season.  As the dark gloom of winter encroaches and the bitter arctic winds unleash

their fury, our lives are to be like beacons of hope to those who have lost their way. 

We live in a time characterized largely by hopelessness.  People lose hope when

they are no longer able to see the hand of God in their lives.  This rising generation of

youth are largely unchurched, as are many of their parents, and are no longer taught

the basics of the Christian faith.  Instead of modelling the virtues of faith, hope and

charity, cynicism and self-centeredness define the attitudes of many people with whom

we interact.  The question before us this Advent season is: do we simply mirror this

same cultural disposition or do people see the Light of Christ shining forth when they

look at us?

To become like Christ, we must spend time with Him.  How often do we rush

through our day without so much as a single prayer?  We act as though we own our

time and that it is ours to manage rather than receiving each day as a gift from God.

Advent, as a time of waiting, teaches us to look at time as an opportunity, an oppor-

tunity to spend time with God as well as to become better stewards of the time He

has given to us.  As we slow down intentionally during this season of Advent, may we

enter more deeply into our relationship with God and with all whom we meet.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,



Page ii  ECCE December 2010 December 2010  ECCE page v

Transitus

There were no Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals
recorded in the Parish Register this past month.

Kudos

To Didi McConnell for taking on the Altar Guild

from Gail Muller and the church cleaning from

Michelle Needham.

To Karen Parli for her leadership of “Women of

Grace,” and 

To Gail Muller for her fabulous hospitality each

Monday morning.

A Final Word  from Fr Needham

As I knelt at the Altar of Repose this year I was

struck by a touch of melancholy. This was to be

my last Holy Week at St. John’s, I thought to

myself, and it weighed on me.  At that time

Michelle and I had no idea in what church, indeed

in what country, we would be celebrating Holy

Week of 2011. But, we knew that we were begin-

ning a new chapter of our lives together and

trusted in God to point the way forward.

Now as we approach Christmastide, Michelle and

I can begin to get excited in the knowledge that I

have been called to be the next rector of St.

Peter’s, Houston. Still, in all the excitement and

planning, there are the pangs of emotion at the

thoughts of leaving my family of St. John’s.  For

many years I have been blessed to join you, my

fellow fallen souls, in the celebration of the Mass.

We have come together as church to be His Body

on earth in this most sacred mystery.

We have also shared our dreams and disappoint-

ments in fellowship together. I have seen children

in the church grow up and move out. I have seen

Upcoming Events

Christian Formation: Sundays, 9:30am

In December,  we continue discussing

Archibald Campbell Knowles’ book

“The Practice of Religion.” This class is

strongly recommended for all who are

new to the parish or who would not

be prepared to “give an answer to

every man that asketh you a reason of

the hope that is in you.” I Peter 3:15

Weekly bible study: Wed., 10:45am

Each Wednesday morning we meet for

Mass at 10 am and Bible Study follow-

ing. Please join us in our study of the

Acts of the Apostles, and bring your

friends.

Rosary:  Saturdays, 9:45am

We continue our Saturday meditations

on the Mysteries of the Rosary, this

month focusing on the Joyful

Mysteries. Please join us even if you

have never prayed the Rosary before.

Rosaries and prayers are available at

the Lady Shrine.

thursday night at the movies:

After to an oversight on my part last

month, when I was travelling back from

San Antonio on movie night, we will

once again attempt to view “Tender

Mercies,” this time on Thursday 16

December at 7pm. Here is the Netflix

review: Alcoholic drifter Mac Sledge

(Robert Duvall) comes into the life of a

lonely widow (Tess Harper) and her young

son (Allan Hubbard) in the barren flat-

lands of Texas. But when Mac is revealed

to be a once-famous country singer, he

must face a painful past and an uncertain

future. The new relationships Mac forges

inspire him to revive his career in this

touching drama co-starring Wilford

Brimley, Betty Buckley and Ellen Barkin.

A LOOK AT THE LITURGy

Admittedly, every parish has its own peculiarities in worship, even

when every attempt is made to adhere to a standard of ritual prac-

tice, such as the Anglican Missal, American Missal or Ritual Notes, all

of which are used within the Diocese of the Holy Cross.  As men-

tioned previously, the purpose of adhering to such rubrical stan-

dards is to have uniformity across the Diocese, thus allowing any

priest from any parish to be able to celebrate the Liturgy in any

given parish within the Diocese without scandalizing the faithful or

at the least, obstructing their worship with his own idiosyncrasies.

But whatever the occasional oddities may exist in a particular

parish, certain principles exist to encourage a deeper experience of

worship. First, the faithful are encouraged to come to church in

advance of the appointed time for Mass.  This allows adequate time

to prepare oneself to receive the Holy Mysteries, to review one’s

conscience, to form a particular intention for that Mass and to be

quiet in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  Normally, one does

this by coming to church at least ten minutes before the scheduled

Mass, entering quietly into the pew and kneeling until he has made

his preparation.

Once the Mass begins, we participate to the full extent of our abil-

ities.  While not everyone may know each and every hymn, we are

implored to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord.”  Over time, that

joyful noise becomes a unified voice as we lift up our hearts unto

the Lord.  We are a family, and family is always forgiving, so do not

hesitate to join in the singing and chanting at a Sung Mass.

Lastly, once the Mass has concluded and the Celebrant has exited,

either through the side door at Low Mass or the west doors at the

Sung Mass after the closing prayer or Angelus, kneel once again to

make a thanksgiving for the graces received in the Sacrament of the

Altar.  The form of thanksgiving can include the Anima Christi or the

Divine Praises found in the Mass Booklet, or it can simply be in your

own words.  During this time the organist may be playing a

Voluntary, and perhaps one might want to remain behind in the pew

to hear it to its completion.  The clergy are not in any hurry to leave

the west doors and would rather the faithful take the opportunity

to kneel in thanksgiving for the benefits received in the Mass just

attended.

members fall in love and get married. I have seen

babies born and loved ones buried.  We have spo-

ken of great personal joy and tragedy. And we have

simply filled our plates and passed the time togeth-

er as a parish family.

When I visited St. Peter’s, I saw this same dynamic.

Christ was present at the altar and that, above all

else, was the focus of the people coming together

that day.  And when the Mass had ended, the fel-

lowship began: stories told, updates sought, prayers

promised and the general chatter of a family. No

parish can be true to the commandment of our

Lord, to love thy neighbor, without this character-

istic of being a family when they are together.  A

club will look out for its members out of a sense

of affiliation, but a family genuinely cares for one

another out of love. Only the family reflects God’s

love in its members.

I will miss my family of St. John’s and I will keep you

in my prayers. I pray also, that you grow as a fami-

ly in love of God and each other.  Finally, please

remember to pray for me and my family as we seek

to do God’s will in the growing of His Church on

earth.

The Rev’d Father John Needham
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UPDATE ON THE ANGLICAN ORDINARIATE

FAUQUIER COUNTy FOOD DISTRIBUTION

With the economy still unsteady and unemployment benefits now expired for too many Americans, the need for us to

reach out to those less fortunate is indeed pressing during these wintry months.

The Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition continues to offer assistance to those with nowhere else to turn.   Right

now we are especially looking for blankets for the distribution set for December 18.  Anything you can contribute this

month---blankets; foodstuffs (particularly protein sources like beans, canned fishes and meats, and nut butters); paper prod-

ucts; and winter clothing---can be brought to the church on or before Wednesday, December 15.

Our parish is scheduled to serve as partner volunteer with the FCFDC in January 2011.  What this means in practical

terms is that we will be assisting with the manual labor of the January 15 distribution, including boxing of the items on

Friday, January 14.  Each month has a specific theme, and January's will be toiletries: soap & soap powder; toothbrushes and

toothpaste; and shampoo.  In addition, paper products, particularly bathroom tissue, are always much appreciated (these

items may not be purchased with food stamps).

FCFDC is staffed completely by volunteers; your participation means so much to those whose needs are pressing and often

desperate.  Please consider lending a hand with this community act of charity.  

December 2010

Feria

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Bibiana, VM
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Francis
Xavier, C
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Peter
Chrysologus,

BCD
M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

ADVENT II
(S. SABAS, AB)

L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

S. Nicholas,
BM

(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Ambrose,
BCD
(Vigil)
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

IMMACULATE

CONCEPTION,
BVM

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave
(S. Melchiades,

PM)
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am  
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Damasus I, PM
(Octave)
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

ADVENT III
(OUR LADy OF

GUADALUPE)
L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

S. Lucy, VM
(Octave)
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Octave day
Ember Day

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
Bible Study 10:30
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Eusebius, BM
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
TNM 7pm

Ember Day
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am  
E.P.         5.30pm

Expectation of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary

M.P.     9.30am
Rosary 9:45
Confessions 5pm 
E.P.         5.30pm

ADVENT IV

L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

Vigil
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. THOMAS,  APM
(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
mass 12pm
E.P.         5.30pm

S.Frances
Cabrini, V

(Feria)

M.P.     9.30am
mass 10.00am
E.P.         5.30pm

Feria

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Vigil

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm
L & C     6.00pm
Carols  10.30pm
mass     11pm

Nativity Of
Our Lord

Jesus Christ

mass 8am
mass     10am

S. STEPHEN,
PROTOMARTyR

(OCTAVE)

L.M. 8am
M.P.     9am
SCF    9.30am
mass 10.30am

S. JOHN, AP EV

(Octave)

M.P.     9.30am
mass 12pm
E.P.         5.30pm

HOLy

INNOCENTS

M.P.     9.30am
mass 12pm
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Thomas of
Canterbury,

BM
(Octave)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

Resumed Mass
of Christmas I

(Octave)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

S. Sylvester I, P
(Octave)

M.P.     9.30am
E.P.         5.30pm

THE LIGHT OF

THE WORLD

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pn=Penitent Pr=Priest;

Q=Queen; V=Virgin; W=Widow; SCF=School of Christian Formation; SOC=Stations of the Cross; TNM=Thursday Night at the Movies
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Last month, Fr Christopher Phillips, Pastor of Our Lady

of the Atonement Parish in San Antonio, Texas, hosted a

meeting of clergy and laity interested in Anglicanorum

Caetibus, the offer extended by Benedict XVI to receive

Anglicans into the Roman Catholic Church while

retaining their Anglican patrimony.

Expecting only several dozen attendees, over 120 par-

ticipants took part in the conference, many from the

continuing Anglican churches, as well as from the

Episcopal Church.  There were a number of members

of the Society of the Holy Cross in attendance as well.

The speakers included former Anglican priests who are

presently pastors of so-called Anglican Use parishes, as

well as several bishops in the Anglican Church of

America.  Of particular interest, each Anglican Use pas-

tor described the difficulties involved in coming into the

Roman Catholic Church with their respective parishes,

but each pastor was able to point to dramatic growth

in their parishes once they made the move.  A stunning

example was Fr Phillip’s own parish, which began with

18 parishioners and is now well over several thousand

communicants, as well as a pre-K through 12th Grade

school with 550 students.  Photos can be found on their

website: http://www.atonementonline.com/

Just prior to the conference, now Cardinal Donald

Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, DC, was named del-

egate in the United States to facilitate the implementa-

tion of the Apostolic Constitution (Anglicanorum

Caetibus).  Although he could not attend the conference

as he was in Rome to be elevated as a cardinal, his

appointee, Fr Scott Hurd (also a former Anglican priest

from the Diocese of Fort Worth) was present to give

remarks on the status of implementation.  For the pres-

ent, Cardinal Wuerl’s office has been gathering informa-

tion on those interested in joining the Ordinariate, and

will conclude their initial study by the end of this year.

Look for further information to be forthcoming soon.


